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Dave and his wife, Susan, have been mar-
ried for over twenty-nine years. Their daughter
Shayna, recently graduated form San Jose
State University, and their son, Calen, is fin-
ishing his senior year at Justin Siena High
School in Napa.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we recognize Dave Curtin for his tremen-
dous work for the people of the Napa Valley.
He is a true asset to our community and |
speak on behalf of the people of St. Helena
when | thank Dave Curtin for his valued serv-
ice.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE JAMES
EDWARDS, JR.

HON. NICK LAMPSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2001

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with great sadness to honor James Edwards
Jr., who passed away at age 68. James Ed-
wards Jr. was a man who not only talked the
talk, but walked the walk. He was a true vi-
sionary with a vision of a better life for all
Americans. He spent his life fighting for equal-
ity, justice, and opportunity and was one of the
first African-Ameicans elected to political office
in Galveston County in modern times.

He was a community activist who believed
in opportunity for all, and was always looking
to the future of the Southeast Texas-Gulf
Coast area. Throughout his long and success-
ful career he provided opportunity to many.
James was a long time union leader who
joined the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers
International Union in 1964 when he went to
work at the Marathon Oil Co. Refinery in
Texas City. He was named Texas state legis-
lative director by OCAW'’s District 4 Council in
1983 and served as secretary-treasurer of the
Texas City local from 1986 until the early
1990’s. James was a tremendous influence on
the labor and political community in Texas,
and those in that arena often sought his ad-
vice.

James was a family man. He is survived by
his wife, Johnnie Mae; their son, James Ed-
wards Ill; and her children from a previous
marriage, Deborah Boone, Pierce Boone and
Joseph Boone.

Mr. Speaker, despite his great success,
James Edwards Jr. remained a man of the
people, honest and forthright. His was of the
utmost character, and his attributes of selfless-
ness and commitment to others are rare gifts
that the Southeast Texas-Gulf Coast area was
lucky to have. His work and his dedication to
the people of this great country is unparal-
leled. James Edwards Jr. will be sorely
missed.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON TAIWAN

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 17, 2001
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on

May 22nd, President Chen Shui-bian of the
Republic of China will be completing his first
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year of service as Taiwan’s head of state, and
I would like to take this occasion to congratu-
late him and comment on a few of Taiwan's
achievements.

For the last two decades, the republic of
China on Taiwan has been a major trading
partner of the United States. It has maintained
friendly ties and relations with us for the last
ninety years. Taiwan is one of the most suc-
cessful models of rapid political reform in the
entire world. Fifty years ago, Taiwan was a
closed authoritarian society with no freedom of
speech, freedom of assembly, or right to vote.
Today, Taiwan is a full-fledged democracy. It
is home to more than 90 political parties. Vir-
tually every political office in Taiwan is hotly
contested through free and fair elections.

Taiwan believes in free-market economics.
Taiwan’s economics. Taiwan’'s economy is so
strong that it offers its people one of the high-
est standards of living in Asia, universal edu-
cation, and free medical care for people of all
ages. With respect to U.S.-Taiwan trade, Tai-
wan is our seventh largest export market, sup-
porting many jobs for U.S. manufacturers. In
addition, U.S. colleges and universities host
more than 10,000 Taiwan students. The U.S.
is the number one destination for most of Tai-
wan travelers. Lastly, Taiwan and the United
states share many common values such as a
respect for human rights, freedom of speech,
and democracy.

| would like to offer my congratulations to
President Chen and the people of Taiwan. |
also would like to welcome President Chen as
he transits New York on his way to Central
America. Although his stay in New York will be
brief, his visit is of tremendous importance to
all of us Americans who recognize and value
what a great, longstanding friend Taiwan has
been to the United States.

———

FOREIGN RELATIONS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 2002
AND 2003

SPEECH OF

HON. C.L. “BUTCH” OTTER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2001

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration: The bill (H.R. 1646) to author-
ize appropriations for the Department of
State for fiscal years 2002 and 2003, and for
other purposes:

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Chairman, | rise today to
voice my reasons for voting against final pas-
sage of H.R. 1646, the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act. | wish for my colleagues and
constituents to know the reasons for my ac-
tion.

There were many good provisions in H.R.
1646 that | am glad were in the final bill that
the House passed. | support the sale of Kidd
class destroyers to Taiwan. | support the call
for moving the United States Embassy in
Israel to the capital of Israel, Jerusalem. | also
voted for several amendments that made H.R.
1646 a better bill. | joined my colleagues in
voting for Mr. DELAY’s amendment to protect
United States servicemen from the clutches of
the United Nation’s new international Criminal
Court. America’s service men and women
serve our nation under our Constitution, not
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international bureaucrats under a foreign flag.
I am pleased that this House voted to pass
the amendment of the distinguished gen-
tleman from California, Mr. LANTOS, prohibiting
United States military aid to Lebanon until they
step up their efforts to stop terrorist attacks
against Israel. | am particularly pleased that
the Hyde Amendment restoring the Mexico
City policy was added to the final bill.

Despite these improvements, | could not
vote for final passage of this bill for two rea-
sons. The first reason is the failure of this
House to pass the amendment of my friend
and colleague from Colorado, Mr. TANCREDO.
| cannot support a bill that authorizes $118
million for rejoining the United Nations Edu-
cation, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). UNESCO is a profoundly anti-
western, anti-American organization. President
Ronald Reagan was correct in withdrawing the
United States from this group, and | will not
vote to send my constituents’ tax dollars to an
unelected intelligentsia who hate this country.

The second reason | voted against this bill
is because of language urging United States
acceptance of the Kyoto treaty on the environ-
ment. There is no way | could vote for this bill
with the language intact. This provision is un-
sound constitutionally and economically. The
Kyoto language is unsound constitutionally be-
cause the other body has refused to ratify this
treaty. The Constitution specifically reserves
the treaty ratification power to the Senate.
This house has no place urging the President
to enforce a treaty that our country is not
bound by. We have very strict laws restricting
air and water pollution. If the House of Rep-
resentative thinks these laws aren't strict
enough, which | do not believe, then the
House should pass a bill changing those laws.
International negotiations are not the way the
Founding Fathers intended for our environ-
mental laws to be changed.

More importantly, Mr. Chairman, the Kyoto
treaty is monumentally flawed. If ratified it
would require the United States and other de-
veloped countries to reduce their emission of
so-called “greenhouse gasses” at least 7%
below 1990 levels by 2010. At the same time
developing countries, such as China, Brazil,
and India, were exempted from the green-
house requirements.

If implemented, the Kyoto treaty would have
driven manufacturing industries entirely out of
the United States. The United States already
has strict Clean Air laws. Requiring a 7% de-
cline in emissions for every industry would im-
pose enormous costs on manufacturers and
has not been scientifically proven to prevent
global warming. If given the opportunity to
choose between a country with these strict
laws and a nation that was not bound to re-
duce emissions, | am of no doubt as to which
country that firm will move to.

In addition to driving industry off-shore, full
implementation of the Kyoto treaty would re-
quire increases in gasoline and electricity
prices of up to 50%, and an estimated job loss
of 2.4 million, according to one study. Mr.
Chairman, the Clinton Administration did not
sign a treaty at Kyoto, they signed a death
sentence for the American economy. Presi-
dent Bush sensibly announced on March 28
that the United States would not take steps to
implement the Kyoto treaty. | could not join
this House in urging our President to destroy
the American economy, and voted against
H.R. 1646.
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